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MACOMB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Front row, L to R—Stephen Okros, John C. Hramiec, Walter Franchuk, Arthur J. Gavin, Joseph P. Plutter, Orba A.
Underwood, Raymond F. DeGrendel, Stephen W. Dane.

Second row, L to R—Robert A. VerKuilen. Harold E. Grove. Raymond H. Trombley, Vice-Chairman Herbert P.
McHenry, Chairman John J. 2Zoccola, Richard D. Sabaugh, Willard D. Back, Dennis M. Dutko.

Third row, L to R—James E, McCarthy, Ray W. Brandenburg, Mathew J. Gaberty, Donald G. Tarnowski, Executive
Judge George R. Deneweth, Patrick J. Johnson, Thomas L. Tomlinson, Wm. Buzz DeClerck, George Van Marcke,
Michael J. Walsh.
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Addressograph Department .............. 465-1211
1st floor, County Building, Ext. 375

Animal Shelter ........................ 4638644
21911 Dunham

Board of Commissioners ................ 465-1211
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 203,204

Board of Commissioners, Chairman ....... 465-1211
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 326,382

Board of Education .................... 465-2101
44001 Garfield

Building Engineer . ..................... 465-1211
12th floor, County Building, Ext. 244

Circuit Court Administrator ............. 465-1211
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 276,277

AssignmentClertk ........... ... ... 0 465-1211
2nd floor, Court Building 276,277

Circuit Court Judges ................... 465-1211

Hon. Howard R. Carroll, Courtroom E
3rd floor, Court Building, Ext, 285
Hon. Walter P. Cynar, Courtroom F
3rd floor, Court Building, Ext. 344
Hon. George R. Deneweth, Courtroom B
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 330
Hon. Edward J. Gallagher, Courtroom J
4th floor, Court Building, Ext. 296
Hon. Frank E. Jeannette, Courtroom D
3rd floor, Court Building, Ext. 214
Hon. Alton H, Noe, Courtroom C
3rd floor, Court Building, Ext, 293
Hon. Hunter D. Stair, Courtroom H
4th floor, Court Building, Ext. 281
Civil Counsel
Alfred A. Blomberg.............. ..., 4630566
Ray W. McPeters . ................... 4680919

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Civil Defense ........... ... .. ... ..... 463-4559
13th floor, County Building
Clerk, 1st floor, Court Building .......... 465-1211

Court Section, Ext. 337, 338, 339, 341

Election Section, Ext. 336

Marriage Licenses, 452

Vital Records Section, Ext. 356,357,358
Community Mental Health .............. 465-1211

5th floor, County Building, Ex, 349,350,351
Conservation Officer ........... ... ... .. ... .....

North Area, Rex W. Glidden .......... 752-2821
Central Area, George W. Rice ......... 749.5544
South Area, Richard W, Sawkin ... ..... 5710377
Controller ........ oo, 465-1211

County Building, Ext, 379,380,381
Accounting Division, Ext. 412413414
Data Processing, Ext. 327,328,329
Purchasing, Ext. 361,362,363
Cooperative Extension Service . ........... 463-1539
9th floor, County Building
Drain Commission and Department

of Public Works . ............c.ov.n. 4654511
115 Groesbeck

Equalization ............. ... coivint. 465-1211
6th floor, County Building, Ext. 377, 378

Friend of the Court . ................... 465-1231

6th floor, Court Building
Health Department

43525 Elizabeth, Mount Clemens....... 465-2161
25401 Harper, St. Clair Shores ........ 777-7000
13 Mile & Mound (Green Acres) Warren
Public Health Nurses............... 9398500
Environmental Health .............. 9398100
Alcoholism Program ............... 9396120
5



TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Jury Commission ...................... 465-1211
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 322,323

Jury Room . ... 461-1211
2nd floor, Court Building, Ext. 396

Juvenile Court ............ccovnv. ... 465-1391

440 North Rose
Law Enforcement and Criminal

Justice Department ............ R 465-1211
4th floor, County Building, Ext. 202348

Law Library . ... .. ...t e. 465-1211
6th floor, Court Building, Ext. 278

Legal Aid .......... ... ... o il 463-1598
8th floor, County Building 463-1597

Library ...t 4680821
21930 Dunham

Macomb Action Program ................ 465-1211
21850 Dunham, Ext. 217,218,219,

Martha T. Berry Memorial Hospital . .. ... ... 465-1922
43533 Elizabeth

Personnel & Labor Relations .. ............ 465-1211
4th floor, County Building, Ext. 369,376,407

Planning Commission ................... 4680856
115 Groesbeck

Probate Court . ...... ... o i in... 465-1211
21850 Dunham, Ext. 391,392,393 398

Probation
Ist floor, Court Building ............. 465-1211

Ext. 221,222,223,224

25407 Harper, St. Clair Shores ........ 7734000

Prosecuting Attomey ................... 463-7001
6th floor, Court Building

Radio Department .................... 468-6951

13th floor, County Building,
465-1211, Ext. 394

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Register of Deeds . . ..........covvvvnn. 465-1211
2nd floor, County Building, Ext. 384,385,386,
Chattel Dept., Ext. 288,289

Reimbursement .. ...................... 465-1211
21850 Dunham, Ext. 371

Road Commission ..................... 463-8671
115 Groesbeck

Shedff ... .. . .. .. .. ... 4684516

43565 Elizabeth
Social Services

43533 Elizabeth .................... 463-7011
571513 Mile, Warrten  ................ 939-0900

Traffic Safety Association................ 756-5555
24719 Van Dyke, Center Line

Treasurer ... v et i 465-1211
1st floor, County Building, Ext. 387,388,383

Veterans Affairs ....................... 465-1931
2nd floor, County Building

Workmen's Compensation ................ 463-6577
3rd floor, County Building

YouthHome . ......................... 463-1391
440 North Rose
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MACOMB COUNTY
Area: 481 square miles

Estimated 1973 population: 685,000
ASSESSED VALUATION

County Assessed State Equalized

1968 2,111,160,796 2,111,386,583
1969 2,389,337 917 2,436,097 215
1970 2,704.934 366 2,747,706 064
1971 2,909 449 225 2947774 324
1972 3,122 447,734 3,142,337922

UNITED STATES OFFICIALS

President Richard M. Nixon
Vice-President Spiro T. Agnew
CABINET
Secretary of State .. ............. Wiiliam P. Rogers
Secretary of the Treasury ......... George P, Schultz
Secretary of Defense ........... Elliot L. Richardson
Attorney General ........... Richard B. Kleindienst
Postmaster General . ............. Elmer T. Klassen
Secretary of the Interior .. ...... Rogers C. B. Morton
Secretary of Agriculture .............. Earl L. Butz
Secratary of Commerce .......... Frederick B. Dent
Secretary of Labor . .............. Peter J. Brennan

Secretary of Health, Education

and Welfare .............. Caspar W. Weinberger
Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development . ............ James T. Lynn
Secretary of Transportation ...... Claude S. Brinegar
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JUSTICES OF THE US. SUPREME COURT

Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice
Lewis F. Powell, Jr. Potter Stewart
William Orville Douglas Byron Raymond White
Williamn H. Rehnquist Thurgood Marshall
William J. Brennan, Jr. Harry A. Blackman

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Philip A.Hart ........ ... ovun... 226-3188
438 Federal Building, Detroit
253 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
Robert P Griffin ..................... 226-6020
1039 Federal Building, Detroit
353 Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
12TH DISTRICT JAMES G. O'HARA
215 8. Gratiot, Mt, Clemens 4650911
2241 Rayburn Building, Washington, D.C.

14TH DISTRICT LUCIEN N. NEDZ1
20491 Van Dyke, Detroit 8924010
2241 Rayburn Building, Washington, D.C. -

18TH DISTRICT ROBERT J. HUBER
710 West Eleven Mile, Royal Oak 3990960
419 Cannon Building, Washington, D.C.

STATE OFFICIALS

GOVeImOr . ......vviiiinennn. William G. Milliken

Lieutenant Govemnor ............... James Brickley

Secretary of State .............. Richard H. Austin

Attorney General ................. Frank J. Kelley

TreasuIer ... vvt it ii i e Allison Green

Auditor General ...................... Albert Lee
9



JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT

Thomas M. Kavanaugh, Chief Justice
Mary S. Coleman Thomas Giles Kavanaugh
Charles L. Levin John B, Swainson
Thomas Brennan G. Mennen Williams

JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS
FIRST DISTRICT

George N. Bashara, Jr. John W. Fitzgerald
Robert B. Burns John H. Gillis
Thomas M. Burns Donald E. Holbrook
Vincent J. Brennan T. John Lesinski

8. Jerome Bronson Louis D, McGregor
Robert J. Danhof Timothy C. Quinn

STATE SENATORS
DISTRICT 26 JOHN T. BOWMAN
26816 Oakland, Roseville
DISTRICT 27 JAMES T. GRAY
Post Office Box 240, Lansing
STATE REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT 25 WARREN O’BRIEN
29290 Hoover, Warren
DISTRICT 26 KIRBRY HOLMES
8430 Pamela, Utica
DISTRICT 70 JOHN T. KELSEY

8435 Westminster, Warren

DISTRICT 71 THOMAS GUASTELLO
11165 Laurel, Sterling Heights
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WARREN N. GOEMAERE
27132 Demrick, Roseville

DISTRICT 72
DISTRICT 73 GILBERT J. DiNELLO
18050 Toepfer, East Detroit

DISTRICT 74 JOSEPH M. SNYDER
22912 Rosedale, St. Clair Shores

DISTRICT 75 DAVID E. BONIOR
44890 Elizabeth, Mount Clemens

ROY L. SPENCER
3355 Neward, Attica

DISTRICT 78

CIRCUIT COURT OFFICERS
16th Judicial District

Hon. Howard R. Carrell .............. Circuit Judge
Paul Frederick ................... Court Officer
James Nicolai . .................... Court Clerk
Harold C. Henry ............... Court Reporter

Hon. Walter P. Cynar ............... Circuit Judge
Frank Renye .................... Court Officer.
Frances DeMott .. ................. Court Clerk
Warren Ricker ................. Court Reporter

Hon. George R. Deneweth ........... Circuit Judge
Lewin J. Jefferies ............. ... Court Officer
Lucille DeVisscher .. ............... Court Clerk
Bernard DiCicco ............... Court Reporter

Hon. Edward J. Gallagher ............ Circuit Judge
Harry H- Marten ................. Court Officer
Geraldine Croft .... .. e Court Clerk
Cyril Landra .................. Court Reporter

Hon. Frank E. Jeannette ............. Circuit Judge
Walter Sullivan , .. ................ Court Officer
Sophia Moore .................... Court Clerk
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communications, training and development in
implementation of survival planning are additional
responsibilities.

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

The Community Mental Health Services Board is
generally responsible for providing mental health and
mestal retardation services in the county using state and
county funds. The agency now funds 20 separate servcie
programs, including a 24-hour telephone crisis center,
three outpatient centers for adults and families, day
treatment centers for children and adults, an inpatient
unit for severely disturbed adults, a methadone program
for heroin addicts, six community-sponsored youth
outreach centers, counseling and diagnostic centers for
mentally retarded adults and children and two
residential group homes for mentally retarded adults.

CONCEALED WEAPONS LICENSING BOARD

Michigan law states that the Prosecuting Attorney,
the Sheriff and the Commissioner of the Michipan
State Police, or their respective authorized deputies,
shall constitute boards exclusively authorized to issue
licenses for carrying concealed weapons to applicants
residing within the county, The County Clerk is the
clerk of the board and issues such licenses as
approved by a majority of the board.

CONSERVATION OFFICERS
{Michigan Department of Natural Resources)

There are three DNR conservation officers stationed
in the Macomb County area. Their responsibilities are to
enforce the conservation laws relative to game, fish,
marine safety, hunter safety, water pollution, littering,
dredge and fill and trapping.
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

Federal, state and county governments join hands
cooperatively to fund this educational program which
extends from the classrooms of Michigan State
University to the farm, home, business and
community and thus the name—Cooperative
Extension Service.

Farmers and marketing agencies receive help with
such things as production, management and
marketing. Non-farmers also benefit. Local planning
groups consult with extension agents, homemakers get
help through community home economics clubs and
young people learn from the 4-H Club program.
Information is made available to the public at the
extension office, by mail and telephone, through
newspapers and magazines and via radio and
television. Extension agents make personal calls to
homes, farms and businesses with the latest
information from Michigan State University and other
sources. Agents and other specialists conduct meetings
and tours and write and distribute bulletins and
folders.

BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

The law requires that this board be created to
prepare bullots for siate and county elections and
consists of one Probate Judge, the County Treasurer
and County Clerk.

EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT BOARD
The board was created under permissive legisiation
to administer the employees” pension fund.

FRIEND OF THE CQURT

The Friend of the Court is primarily responsible
for the enforcement of all Circuit Court orders and
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judgments of divorce in relation to custody of minor
children involved and collection and enforcement of
all support payments for said minor children and
visitation for the parents involved. The Friend of the
Court reviews petitions for increase in support
payments and enforces all paternity orders and
uniform reciprocal orders of support.

BOARD OF HEALTH

Every county is authorized to create a Board of
Health to administer a health program for the
county. Departmental services offered in Macomb
County include tuberculosis and other communicable
diseases control, maternal and child health, school
health, dental care for indigent children, home
nursing care, health education, laboratory, supervision
of food, supervision of water supply, snpervision of
sewage disposal, solid waste control, air pollntion
control, immunization clinics and other preventive
health activities plus the medical examiner system,

HURON-CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY

The Authority was created under permissive
legislation (which required voter approval) to provide
parks and recreational facilities on a regional basis for
the counties of Macomb, Oakland, Wayne, Washtenaw
and Livingston. 1t operales nine recreational sites.

INTERMEDIATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Board of Education provides consultant and
supervisory services to local school districts, conducts
cooperative educational programs in the counily and
audits all transportation and membership records
annually for the purpose of determining state aid
payments. The Poard is responsible for recording and
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checking the wvalidity of certificates of all public
school teachers and administers the Special Education
Fund. When duly petitioned, the Board acts on
requests for alteration of school district boundaries
consolidation elections and area studies.

>

LAND FILE DIVISION —
ADDRESSQOGRAPH DEPARTMENT

This department is an integral part of our county
structure. Land files are up-to-date records of every
parcel of land in this county. The department is
responsible for maintaining legal descriptions of every
parcel which is recorded; name changes, changes of
address, owner’s mailing addiess. Drafting section
processes lot or acreage splits and also consolidation
of lot or acreage. The addressograph section
maintains the above date on melallic plates. During
the tax period, this section supplies services to many
county communities including assessment rolls, tax
rolls and tax statements.

LEGAL AID

The Macomb County Legal Aid Bureau provides
counsel and representation to indigent clients and to
groups of low-income people. Service is provided by
licensed attarneys through the main office located on
the 8th floor of the County Building and on Wednesday
and Friday of each week at the branch office located at
23018 Van Dyke in Warren. The Bureau provides help in
vittually every field of the law excluding those cases
whose nature are criminal or fee-generating. Clients must
quality under locally established indigency standards.

LIBRARY BOARD

The County Library, supported through County
appropriation, penal fines and state aid, makes many
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backup services, such as reference and book
processing, available to the local libraries of the
County. It provides direct walk-in public library
service to all County residents providing specialized
materials not available at local libraries. In addition
to a book collection of 130,000 volumnes, there are
over 1,100 films and 600 periodicals, as well as
pamphlets, phonograph records and art prints for
loan. The County Library also serves as headquarters
for the Library Network of Macomb, a federation of
the individual libraries within the County.

MACOMB ACTION PROGRAM

Designated as a Community Action Agency under the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 and sponsored
locally by the Macomb County Board of Commissioners,
the agency activities and programs are aimed at low
income persons in the county. Programs include: Head
Start, day care, Neighborhood Youth Corps, general
community programming, legal services, adult dental
care and family financial counseling and management,

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

The ten member Commission was established in 1966
by the Board of Commissioners for the study,
acquisition and development of needed parks and open
space. Functioning under the Parks and Recreation
Committee of the Board, the Commission represents the
interests of the County through creation of the advocacy
for parks and recreation facilities. The Commission has
studied the need for County parks and is now working
towards establishing parks which will be County owned
and operated. It also works to meet the County’s needs
for park and recreation areas by encouraging and
assisting local, regional and state park agencies.
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PLANNING COMMISSION

Established in 1956, the nine member Planning
Commission is responsible for examining the existing
resources and needs of the County, projecting the
growth of the County for the next 20 to 30 years,
and to suggest means by which this growth can be
guided.

Other primary activities of the Commission include
providing research for various committces of the
Board of Commissioners and being a source of
assistance to other County Departments and local
communities. In addition, the Planning Commission
prepares detailed maps of the County and individual
municipalities, including school districts and road
systems. They also prepare statistical reports on
population, economics, land use and other planning
related activities.

PLAT BOARD

A plat is a plan or description for subdividing
land. State law requires that a County Plat Board be
created to examine and pass upon all proposed plats
as to suitability, conformity to general plan, possible
conflicts with other plats and conformance with
street and alley layouts of adjacent plats. This board
consists of the Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners, the County Clerk and Register of
Deeds and the County Treasurer.

PROBATION DEPARTMENT

Before  sentencing any person charged with a
felony, and when directed by the court in any case
where a person is charged with a misdemeanor within
the jurisdiction of the court, the Probation
Department shall inquire into the antecedents,
character and circumstances of such persons and shall
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report in writing to the court., The Probation
Department shall take charge of and watch over all
persons placed on probation under such regulations as
may be prescribed by the court. The department is
responsible for the collection and disbursement of all
court costs, fines, restitution and/or family support as
ordered by the court.

RADIO DEPARTMENT

This department, established by the Board of
Supervisors in 1939, has the responsibility of system
design, maintenance and supervision of municipal
public safety radio systems for Macomb County and
its political subdivisions. This includes all Federal
Communications QCommission licensing, writing
specifications for and acting as consultant to the
various police, fire, highway maintenance,
departments of public works and other agencies using
two way radios. Macomb is the only county in the
state offering this service for the benefit of the
public.

REIMBURSEMENT DIVISION

This department is a division of the Controller’s
office and handles accounts established by the
Probate Courts and other County agencies. It takes
care of matters pertaining to billing and collecting of
costs for Youth Home and boarding home care of
children and juveniles, private mental hospital care
costs, state institutional costs, ambulance charges for
which the county is responsible and other
miscellaneous accounts. The department audits time
and costs of the above mentioned accounts as well as
investigating the ability of the responsible persons to
reimburse the county for services rendered. The
department works closely with the Probate Court and
makes recommendations regarding reimbursement.
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BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS

Three commissioners are appointed by the Board
of Commissioners to operate the Road Commission,
as provided by law. Their duties are to formulate
policy for the administration of motor vehicle funds
allocated from gas and weight taxes. These revenues
are applied to the construction and maintenance of
approximately 1400 miles of state and county roads
and all bridges located along routes under the
jurisdiction of the Road Commission.

SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD

The law requires that each county create a Board
of Social Service to administer the general relief
program. The program provides general public
assistance to the unemployed and those unable to
support themselves, medical care for the chronically
ill in the Martha T. Berry Memorial Medical Care
Facility and assistance for the indigent in general
hospitals. U.S. Department of Agriculture food
stamps are distributed through the Social Services
Department and foster care for dependent children is
arranged.

SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

The state and county share the administrative
costs of operating the department. Its employees are
classified as state employees under the jurisdiction of
the rules and regulations established by the Michigan
Civil Service Commission. The Department
administers, under the direction of the Michigan
Department of Social Services, the distribution of
state and federal funds for Aid to Dependent
Children (ADC), Old Age Assistance (OAA), Medical
Assistance (MA), Aid to the Disabled (AD}), Aid to
the Blind (AB), and Child Care services. This
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department also administers Child Welfare Services for
the care of children who are wards of the state,
issues licenses for foster care homes and oversees
community based services for delinquent children.

TAX ALLOCATION BOARD

State law requires that each county have a board
to allocate the constitutional 15 mill tax levy
between the county, townships and school districts,
on the basis of need, as determined by a survey of
the tentative budgets submitted by each of the units.

BOARD OF TAXATION
(EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT)

This department maintains assessment and
equalization records, surveys assessments and assists
the Board of Commissioners in the matter of
equalization of assessments and assists the local
assessing officers in the performance of any duties
imposed upon such officers. This includes
development and maintenance of accurate property
descriptions, the discovery, listing and valuation of
properties for tax purposes and the development and
use of uniform valuation standards and techniques for
the assessment of property.

TRAFFIC SAFETY ASSOCIATION OF
MACOMB COUNTY

State law allows each county to establish county-wide
traffic safety organizations. In 1965 the county
established the Traffic Safety Association of Macomb
County to provide assistance to all public officials in
dealing with traffic safety matters.

Operating funds and leadership are provided by local
communities, the county and private industry. In
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addition to direct assistance to communities, the
Association develops public information for the
motoring public to assist in making Macomb a safer
place for everyone to drive and walk in.

VETERANS AFFAIRS

This department provides assistance to veterans
and/or their dependents with filing claims for federal
benefits with the WVeterans Administration. These
benefits consist of disability compensation, pensions
for veterans, pensions for widows and/or minor
children, federal burial allowances, headstones,
government life insurance, educational and vocatioal
programs and medical and dental outpatient
treatment or hospitalization in Velerans
Administration hospitals.

The Veterans® Affairs department also administers

'the County burial allowance program, the soldiers’

relief program and the Michigan Veterans Trust Fund.
Special counseling is furnished on many problems
affecting the veteran andfor his dependents.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

AIR POLLUTION APPEALS BOARD

Frank J. Fagan ..................... Labor Rep.
Jack A. Prescott ................ Agriculture Rep.
Sherwood Bennett ............... Planning Comm,
Frank Querry, Jr. ....... ... ... Advisory Comm.
BOARD OF CANVASSERS
Mary Behnke .......... ... ... . .. ... Chairman
Vincent Gudobba.................. Vice-Chairman
Elsie I. Smith ............ ... ......... Member
39



BUILDING AUTHORITY

Hon. Martin J. Smith .. .........
Roger I, Vercruysse ............
Peter Ranich .............. L

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

Harry Mathais .................
Stanley Florka .................
John P. Donahue . ..............

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Vincent Gudobba ...............
William Harding ................
Nancy Stephens ................
Charles H. Beaubien ............
John }. Zoccola................
Rev. Robert G. Willoughby ......
George H. VanMarcke .. .........
Joseph P. Plutter ...............
Orba Underwood ...............

Rev. Arthur Krawczak ..........
Phyllis Antczak ................
Joann Marsack . ................

Frank Boucher .................
Lillie Hardman .................
Helen Bingham .., ...... ........
Betty Schulert .................

....... Chairman
........ Member
........ Member

....... Chairman

Vice-Chairman

........ "Member
.......... Clerk

....... Chairmman

Vice-Chairman

....... Secretary
........ Member

........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
........ Member
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Hildegard Lowe ......... ... ... ... ... Member

Dr. James B. Stanton . ........ ... .. ... Member
William Wendt . ....... ... ... ... ... Member
Frank Berdan . ....... .o iiiimmceann- Member
Frank J. Anthonis . .......... ... ... ... .. Member
Jack Wood .. ... ... . . .. Member
James George ...... ... Member
William Harding . ............ ... ........ Member
William Brody ........ ... ... ... ... ... Member
Patricia Riehl .. ..... ... ... .. oo au. Member

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE
BOARD

Agnes Roberts ........................ Chairman
Dr. Oscar D. Stryker .............. Vice-Chairman
Don Thomas ................. Secretary-Treasurer
Charles Maltese ........................ Member
Mildred Stark .......................... Member
Frank McPharlin ....................... Member
Raymond Glowski ...................... Member
Fred McDaniel .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ..., Member
George Merrelli ............. ... ... ... Member
Louis J. Bordi ... .. ... .. ... .. ... ..., Member
A T Winterfield .................... ... Member
Stephen W. Dane .. ..................... Member

CONCEALED WEAPONS LICENSING BOARD
George N. Parris, Prosecuting Attorney .. .. Chairman

Lester Almstadt, Sheriff ................. Member

Col. John Plants, Commandant, State Police Member

Edna Miller, County Clerk ... .............. Clerk

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dr. Robert Lutz ........ Superintendent of Schools

Glen Peters ... ..., ... ... ... ..., President
11
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From 1818 to 1826 Macomb County was
governed by a board of commissioners. The Board of
Supervisors did not come into existence until 1827. In
1837 the county returned to the commission system
but by 1842 it had again reverted to a supervisor’s
government.

The amount of governmental and legislative
transactions covered by supervisors in those days may
be guaged from the fact that the entire county
proceedings from 1827 to 1837 required a book of
only 55 pages written in longhand. (The minutes of
one average meeting today, if written in longhand,
would require this space.)

Meetings of the county board since the beginning
have always been at the county seat in Mount Clemens
from log cabin to $8-million Court Building.

There was only one exception to this record.
During the early 1930’s—the depression era—while the
new County Building was under consiruction, the
county board met for more than a year in the
basement community room of the Mount Clemens
Savings Bank.

Mount Clemens underwent a vigorous stimulus in
the middle 1830°s, but one that bogged down in a
state financial panic in the 1840°s. The success of the
Erie Canaly launching of the ill-fated
Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal, and heavy Eastern settlement
all contributed to put Mount Clemens on its economic
feet. The community was platted and developed, with
small businesses and industries being established in the
downtown area as we know it,

In the 1850°s, attempts were made by local
promoters to find oil in the black, ill-smelling waters
that were often found by well-diggers. But the oil
promotions failed. Subsequently the flow was densely
impregnated with salt, so promoters changed their
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plans and by evaporating the waters met with fair
success in producing a low grade salt.

The story has been told and re-told of an
old-rheumatic horse, unfit to work, that wandered
under one of the dripping, elevated salt tanks used in
the process. The animal allowed the mineral water to
saturate its hide, even rolling in the muddy puddles on
the ground.

Within a short time, old settlers recall, the nag
was galloping around with a new lease on life.

Heaith secking residents timidly {tried bathing in
the waters, with excelient results. In 1875 a small bath
house was built, and the rest of the story is history—a
million dollar industry that attracts patrons from every
state in the country.

At gbout the same time as the mineral bath
industry got underway to a humble start, the floral
industry came into being, largely through the
Breitmeyer family. Today its valuation is in the
millions of doilars and haif-dozen greenhouses annually
produce blooms in the tens of millions for shipment
throughout the United States.

The bath industry has failed to maintain its peak
capacity in recent years (some of the largest bath
houses have been sold and torn down to make room
for municipal improvements spurred by farsighted
merchants and hotel owners).

Not to be overlooked is the Macomb County
waterfront where a record number of boats are docked
during the winter and set forth during the summer for
a day of fishing or cruising on Lake St. Clair. This
pleasure boat industry is also numbered in the
multi-miliion dollar class.

Selfridge Air Force Base has played an important
role in the history of Macomb County. Beginning in
the First World War as a military training field, it grew
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to a 3,660 acre facility in World War II. ln recent
years it became a major link in the air defense
network of North America, Throughout its history the
base has played an important role in the development
of military aviation. With changing requirements, the

hase now houses the Michigan Air National Guard

Wing, a Naval Air Reserve Unit, an Air Force Reserve
Unit and a Coast Guard Air Rescue Unit.

Industrial growth on a large scale was initiated in
Macomb County in the late 1930’s as the Mound
Road-Van Dyke Industrial Corridor expanded outward
from the city of Detroit. World War I and the Korean
conflict provided added impetus to this expansion with
the construction of two government owned industrial
facilities—the Tank Arsenal in Warren and an aerospace
facility at 16 Mile Road and Van Dyke in Sterling
Heights.

The years following the Korean conflict have seen
a rapid expansion of manufacturng facilities for the
automotive industry. Directly related to the
development of these major automotivé production
facilities are the dozens of small tool and die firms
that have grown up in the southern portion of the
County.

In addition, General Motors began in the 19507
to develop a huge engineering complex in Warren. In
the 1960s, the Ternstedi Engineering facility was
added to this complex. Both Ford and Chrysler
corporations have made huge investments in the
County in recent years. Ford Motor Company has to
some extent expanded beyond the traditional
Mound-Van Dyke Industrial Corridor with a large
chemical and plastic manufacturing facility adjacent to
the Grand Trunk and Western Railroad in Mount
Clemens and the Ford Tractor Division Plant in
Romeo.
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Exiensive industrial development has taken place
in the County to service the needs of the auto
industry. This includes such industries as the
manufacturing of alloy and stainless steel, steel
fabrication, smail independent engineering and design
firms, major production of manufactured industrial
diamonds and the deviopment of automated industrial
equipment.

Across the rapidly urbanizing central portion of
Macomb County extensive public works projects are
underway. In Harrison Township sanitary sewer laterals
have been installed at a cost of $8.5 million and
another million dollars in being invested in water
mains. In Chesterfield Township a $5.3 million
investment in sanitary sewers is being made in order to
provide service to this fast growing area and to protect
the cology and recreation value of Lake St. Clair.
Currently there are nearly $4 million worth of storm
relief drain projects underway in the County. Many
more projects in Sterling Heights, Shelby Township,
Clinton Township and the city of Warren and undersay
or are in the planning stage.

Public recreation facilities in the County are being
expanded to serve the growing population. The
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority has developed
two parks in the County—Metropolitan Beach (550
acres on Lake St. Clair in Harrision Township} and the
Stoney Creek Metro Park (3,500 acres in Washington
Township.) The Authority plans to develop a third
facility in Ray Township, the North Branch
Metropolitan Park.

In addition to these parks, the State Department
of Natural Resources has begun land acquisition for
the proposed Wetzel State Park to be located in Lenox
Township.

A new jewel in the Macomb County scene is the
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$8-million Court Building which was constructed to
house the Circuit Court system and its affiliated
departments. Containing approximately 180,000 square
feet of floor space, the facility is adjacent to the
County Building and is connected by the John F.
Kennedy Memorial Plaza. The plaza features a bronze
of the late president done by the internaticnally
famous sculptor, Marshall Fredericks.

Midst the county’s burgeoning industrial and
residential expansion, there has also been a search for
higher education, symbolized most dramatically eleven
years ago when taxpayers voted to establish and pay
for a community college district, which would
eventually see three junior colleges constructed in the
county.

Some 140 acres were purchased for the
development of the first of this three-phase program.
This initial site, the South Campus in Warren, now
serves nearly 14,000 students at 12 Mile and Bunert
Roads on the Warren-Roseville boundary.

The second site of 220 acres, the Center Campus
in Clinton Township, is well under way with its
construction program and has 4,000 students in
attendance.

A third site of 260 acres, the North Campus in
Ray Township, has been purchased by the seven-man
board of trustees of the community college and
facilities are planned there under a long range program
for the northern section of the county.

The total enrollment of more than 17,000
students makes Macomb County Community College
the largest of its kind in the state and the sixth largest
of Michigan institutions of higher education. The 80
programs of vocational and technical instruction give
Macomb residents the most comprehensive choice of
programs jn Michigan. Slightly more than half of
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Macomb students are enrolled in such vocational
programs.

In 1970, Macomb County’s population soared to
625,309 persons, a 54.1 percent increase over 1960,
As a result, Macomb County is currently the fastest
growing county in the State, Warren experienced the
greatest numerical growth in the county with the
addition of 90,014 persons to raise its 1970
population to 179,260 residents. However, Sterling
Heights maintained the -highest growth rate for the
decade with 320 percent increase. Other rapid
growing communities during the [960°s were Utica
with a 141 percent increase, Clinton Township with a
902 percent increase, Washington Township with an
increase of 80.8 percent and Shelby Township with a
72.2 percent increase.

Macomb County currently has one of the youngest
populations in the State of Michigan. With a median
age of 24.6 years in 1970, it ranks well below the
median ages of both the State and the Nation which
are 264 and 28.3 years respectively. Throughout the
age structure, Macomb County has proportionately
more younger people and fewer older people than
both the State and Nation.

The County is also currently reflecting the
national trend toward higher education more than 50
percent of the population 25 years and older had
completed some schooling beyond the high school level
in 1970, The median school years completed rose from
11.0 vears in 1960 to 12.1 years in 1970.

The median family income for Countly residents
rose sharply from the 1960 level of $7,091 to §13,110
in 1970. While the increase in buying power was not
equivalent due to inflation, it was nevertheless an
above average increase in earnings compared to the
region and State.




The housing stock is keeping pace with population
growth as the total number of units rose almost 56
percent between 1960 and 1970, however there was a
change in the composition of the housing. Mobile
homes and two or more unit structures, such as
apartments, condominiums, and townhouses,
represented a larger percentage of the total housing
units in 1970 than in 1960.

In 1972 population estimates by the Macomb
County Planning Commission indicate that the County
is continuing to grow rapidly. An estimated 660840
persons were housed within the County in 1972, an
increase of approximately 35,000 persons from 1970.
Sterling Heights accounted for the highest growth
among the municipalities with the addition of an
estimated 8,715 persons while Warren, the State’s
fourth largest city in 1970, added an estaimated 4,110
persons to raise their estimated 1972 population to
183,370. The rapid growth rates which characterized
many of Macomb’s municipalities in the 1960’ is
projected to continue into the 1970’s.

Despite the tremendous growth in the past few
years, there is ample room for expansion in Macomb
County-population wise, industrially and commercially.

The outlook for Macomb County is a bright one,

assured by the courage of the past, the toils of the
present and the dreams of the future.
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I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all,

This directory 1s being offered to
the people of Macomb County as a pub-
lic service. It contains information which
will acquaint citizens with all county
elected and appointed officials and with
those holding major national and state
offices.

The historical condensation is a con-
tribution that draws a colorful back-
ground to Macomb County.

We want to thank the many officials
whose cooperation made this directory
possible and to express special thanks for
the historical feature.

Your Macomb County Clerk
and Register of Deeds,

(Sclna mi//er



